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Among the measures employed by the government to
check the numbers and activities of such students and
professors are therefore measures which affect the
entire intellectual class.
Thus in very many middle schools and technicums
in Russia there were recently appointed as principals
"men from the bench and the shop/' plain workmen
who are known for their devotion to the communistic
idea. Their duty is to see that the c 'ideology" of the
school is not infected with "bourgeois prejudices" by
the teachers. Such principals unhesitatingly limit the
number of pupils from among the bourgeois classes to
a painful minimum.
Thousands of middle aged women in Moscow who
had never before worked have recently entered fac-
tories in order to obtain the status of proletarians for
themselves and their children of school age and thus
make it possible for them to obtain a secondary or
higher education. Some women even divorced their
husbands in order to make their change of status and
independence more convincing. Elementary education
is compulsory for all children.
The same "cleansing" methods, or "chistkas," which
are resorted to in the factories and offices to weed out
workers whose social origin the government considers
hurtful and undesirable, are also used in the universi-
ties to eliminate professors whose views and ideals
are considered subversive of Communist principles.
Among the first steps taken by the Soviet educational